
DOUAI ABBEY PROGRAMME     Autumn 2026 

WORKSHOPS & REFLECTION DAYS [further details on request] : 
• Day Programme: 10.30 to 4pm: arrival & coffee from 10am.  

• Morning only (Fr Gervase): 10am (arrivals & coffee) –12.30pm 

• Full Day Contribution £20 made on the day 
• Catering: Please bring own lunch - coffee & tea provided 

• How to arrive see: https://www.douaiabbey.org.uk/contact-us.php 
---------------- 

Sat 19 September: Matthew 20–25   led by Fr Gervase Holdaway OSB  10.30 – 12.30   
Reflections on the final section of Matthew’s Gospel (chs 20–25)  

to be proclaimed on the last Sundays of the Church’s year. (Contributions invited)  
  
 Sat 3 October:  Make me an Instrument of your Peace!  Alban Hood OSB (10-4pm) 

The prayer of St Francis is well-known and contains a depth of thought 
that is often unappreciated. During this day, we will reflect on each line of the prayer & draw out 
spiritual sustenance for our daily Christian life.   Fr Alban Hood OSB is priest at Fordingbridge. 
  
Sat 7 November:  10 maids awaiting a Bridegroom-Bach Cantata 140 “Watchet auf” 

   Gervase Holdaway OSB 10.30-12.30   Introduction to Bach’s Cantatas 
showing their liturgical significance and devotional teaching, illustrated with Cantata BWV 140 
which relates to Matthew 25:1-13, the Gospel for Sunday 8 November. (Contributions invited) 
 
Sat 21 November: "Deep calling on deep" An Awakening of the human Spirit   
    Peter Bowe OSB                 Across religious traditions & beyond many are 
finding a new awakening to “Presence,” to "Now." We shall look at some tools for living in the 
present, as in E. Tolle's Power of Now & Tom Wright’s biblical vision of God’s Homecoming to our 
"renewed  heaven & earth.” A Full day - for seekers of a deeper way! 
 
Sat 28 November: Introduction to Mark’s Gospel for 2027       10.30–12.30pm         
    Gervase Holdaway OSB       
Proclaimed on Sundays of coming liturgical year B         (Contributions invited) 
 

Sat 5 December:  Advent Reflection full Day ‘For peace comes dropping slow’ 
    Barbara Priest  - In the midst of busy preparations for Christmas hides 
the beautiful breathing space of Advent. This expression of W.B. Yeats introduces a gentle exploration 
in how we can reclaim this precious time in God’s peace & light. Barbara Priest is an Anglican lay 
minister & oblate of Douai Abbey.  
       
Sat 12 December:  Bach Advent Cantatas  10.30–12.30pm    Gervase Holdaway OSB 

A reflection - on Cantatas 61 & 62 Now come Saviour of the Gentiles,  
& 36 Soar in your Joy - to prepare us to welcome Christ at Christmas. (Contributions invited) 
 

Detailed information on request : pastoral@douaiabbey.org.uk    -  DOUAI ABBEY RG7 5TQ 
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