
HOMILIES FROM THE HERMITAGE 

 

(and other things) 

On view of the current isolation and detachment from normal ministry, it seemed good to 
provide some other ways in which to keep in contact.  There will be some ‘thoughts’ (not 
each day), some shared ideas and maybe some pleasantries. 

 CORONA 2 

The Gospels in the next weeks. 

From Monday of Week 4 of Lent, the Gospels are virtually all from St. John except for in 
Holy Week and Easter Week.  They continue through Easter until Pentecost 

The reading for Monday of Lent 4 comes from Chapter 4 and is the storm of the centurion 
and the healing of his servant and Jesus’ comment on the man’s faith. This is the next part of 
Chapter 4 after the story of the Samaritan woman. 

Thereafter the chapters continue onto and on from Chapter 5 until Palm Sunday, 22 March 
2020, omitting Ch 6  which comes during Easter. 

After Cow Sunday, the readings return to John Chapter 3, then Chapter 6  (Bread of Life), 

Then into Chapter 10 and (with the exception of 11 (Lazarus) continuing unto and through 
the Last Supper, Chapter 20 come on Low Sunday: the final chapter of 21 comes immediately 
before Pentecost. 

To follow St. John, it is recalling that the proclamation is the Good News of the Gospel. 

The pattern in many parts of John consists of an event, a teaching and a profession of faith.  
The OVERALL pattern is the same: 

1. The Word was made flesh. 
2. Teaching: the ministry of Jesus: His Passion and Death, His resurrection 
3. Proclamation of Faith: Thomas’ ‘MY LORD AND MY GOD 

This the mightiest profession of faith and the ONLY profession of Jesus as Lord and God.  

To understand the readings in these next weeks, we need to follow the overall pattern 

This underlines that our pilgrimage is not just for Lent to Easter, still less that Easter ends on 
Bank Holiday Monday. The journey is from Ash Wednesday until Pentecost. 

On a lighter note: 

A parish priest was outside Church after Mass greeting the parishioners. A small boy came up 
and said that he wished to give the priest his pocket money and thrust out a five pound note. 
The priest demurred and said that the boy should keep his money. The child said, ‘Father, 
you need it more than I do’.  The priest asked how so. The child said ‘My father tells me that 
you are the poorest preacher he knows.’ 


