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As you know, the Solemnity of Corpus Christi commemorates, outside of Passiontide, the event of the Lord’s Last Supper. Overshadowed by the events of Good Friday, on the following day, on Maundy Thursday the faithful are encouraged to reflect and pray, in the light of Our Lord’s self-offering to the Father, with the apostles around the table, and consequently with the Church throughout time. This thanksgiving, Eucharist, for God’s generosity is given priority in the ancient hymns of the Eucharist: Pange Lingua, Adorate Devote, Ad Coenam Agni, and others. The Lord’s sacrifice and self -offering are the basis of the practice of adoration of the Blessed Sacrament; the generous sacrifice offered for mankind. 

If one, however, turns to any of the four Eucharistic Prayers in common use, a different emphasis is given which takes the mystery of the Eucharist one step further and develops into a paradox: In these eucharistic prayers, a circle is apparent,  the Church offers back to God what He has first offered to the Church. We offer you, O God, the bread of life and the cup of eternal salvation; we offer you in thanksgiving this holy and living sacrifice.; we offer you his body and blood, the acceptable sacrifice.

Of all the Old Testament prophets, Elijah is the one who most resembles Jesus, whose forerunner he is. We can put to one side the Jewish belief that Elijah, like the Lord, rose into heaven and would return at the end of time. Both Elijah and Jesus were wandering prophets, both performed similar miracles on those who were sick or were in need. The earthiness and approachability of Elijah were shared by Christ in his own ministry. Neither gave inordinate attention to the Temple like some of the greatest prophets of the Old Testament. Neither manifested an ecstatic form of prophecy which was the hallmark of a true prophet, pagan or Jewish. 


But what they did both show was gratitude from those of a lower status who offered to help them when they were weak, tired and hungry. These were the gifts they offered in turn to God, in commemoration of the donor’s generosity. This happens in the Mass, when the priest on behalf of the Church offers to the Father what the Father has generously given first. The Church offers in turn what has been offered earlier. In the midst of drought and famine, Elijah the Tishbite, was offered bread by a widow gathering sticks. Her  jar of flour was then found to be continually replenished and Elijah gave thanks. The widow’s offering of bread is a symbol of the Father’s offering of the Son, the bread of God. And like the jar of flour, once given and then continuously filled, the bread of the Eucharist is continually replenished until the end of time. Jesus, exhausted, dropped at the side of the well and a Samaritan woman came and drew water and gave him a drink. He thanked her, and promised to offer a stream of life which would never dry up. And so what is here offered in the first place is received with thanks, and offered for ever. 
‘As the water of life comes down from heaven and waters the earth to produce bread to eat, so shall the word from my mouth bring forth life and not return until it has accomplished its purpose’. (Isaiah, 55)

