
HOMILIES FROM THE HERMITAGE 

 

(and other things) 

On view of the current isolation and detachment from normal ministry, it seemed good to 
provide some other ways in which to keep in contact.  There will be some ‘thoughts’ (not 
each day), some shared ideas and maybe some pleasantries. 

CORONA 3 

OLD GRUMPY 

Tuesday Lent 4: The Gospel and the first Reading (Ezechiel) bring again the theme of 
water—power to overpower and power to heal. Once again Jesus gives water of life. 

Chapter 5 of St. John’s Gospel takes to Bethzatha where there is a pool with healing powers 
at certain times—but only one person at a time can take advantage.  There is a man who has 
been waiting for 38 years, but he is lame and as the water stirs some latecomer jumps in 
before he can get there.  He waited in vain for 38 years: Jesus cures him at once. Obeying 
Jesus telling him to take up his mat and go, he runs into the religious authorities who 
complain at his ‘working’ on the Sabbath’ They asked him who had given the order to carry 
his mat, but he did not know that Jesus was the man. But Jesus finds him and tells him not to 
sin again in case worse may become him.  Then the ungracious man sneaks to the authorities. 

There is only a marginal recognition of Jesus still less a proclamation of faith—but the 
cleansed man did knowledge him.  He is clearly a sour and grumpy ?old? man—the sort of 
person whom we meet in pub so or on television complaining about everything and 
everybody, with a chip on his various shoulders, arms and legs. Not one attractive character.  
Indeed when Jesus meets him at the pool his first reaction is a grouse—‘It’s not fair!!’ 

Jesus’ wonder and grace are offered to everybody not just the pleasant and attractive. We see 
this so frequently when He deals with all kinds of odd and difficult people: indeed some of 
his disciples are difficult and quarrelsome! This gives comfort to us in our weaknesses and 
the more awkward parts of our being. Jesus is for all and knows well our ingratitude: this too 
He can heal if we allow Him: and how?—‘Love one another as I have loved you’ 

 

Some addenda: 

38 was considered as imperfect number: 40 was a number of completion.  

The power of water in the readings: Jesus offers us the water of life. 

Pleasantry:  ‘You can take a horse to water, but a pencil must be led’. 

 

 

 


